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"Idyllic stolid af Arctdiin sin.

r/tcity bare tbeir cherin and sours aro

undoubtedly good rd their kimi; Out,
es I have previous!;, hinted, we reqoire,
sou»etbirRmor»th*-i rretty (ie*cripto»i.
From your wrnii gs I asoaM infer that

j our life ia a very retired oie, end that.
thi tr fore, you have ml bsd tho oppor¬
tunity of acqu'ing the expsrtonci no

rr i sssry In a whit of nct'on. Yo ir

Itte stiempt to nUt a little more zest

mt" voiir Morie*, by evolving; a crimi-
gej out of your inner consoiou-nt-*.*.

rave the mu. * some grounds for tbe
t.n they got oat »f hun. ile would,
n fid, be OS tacanable Ol the villainy
»-i.,t uteel to bim as of tbe agonies of
ii or** he is depiced as uudeigvin;
ai the thought of having committed it.
W hst we went is triitn of character,
et sn from abtob there csn be no 11 in 1

Meialiiy.real men and women whose
)i-es we can sympathise with or on-

<, |gs, as the ca*c may bo. Kelling in

ie sped, we rn,ist. I reg'e'. to aey,
io further contributions Iroai your

.>' Truth of chancer.-eel vien a-i I
w.i

'" The kiter, which bs I boen
lead throu^ for ths third or fourth
time, wes put do am with a BS
a BO speeker sat with compressed
)ij* ana ilost,c*-.t eyes n troubled

'it. ber elbows on tbe table and
ber chm propped on the palms of her
bands. A girl of about nineteen years
( ige. slendeily ami gracefully formed,
with t.ic rare combination of strength
end awsetSena ta h-r clear-cut features,
e: conaBUtiea of humor end pathos
tn ber blue gray eyes and pensive
neats.
The room in which she sat wes fifed

Of in en unpretending way es e study,
ei 1 opened into a bedroom beyond,
lt was nearly *aidnigbt,aad warm even

fbi the end of Juno. The French win¬
dow looking on to a balcony, from which
stere steps led down to an old-fashioned
gorden, wes open, end the perfumed air
eenie languidly in, as though laden
with invisible tl iwers. 'Inn girl pro*
lentil tbaagetl her position, lying back
in her chan beyond the ring of light
from the aboded lamp on the table, her
bands cBOpodnbOffi her beal. In tho
dim shadow her face took a more

dreamy linronion, and she appeared
to surrender herself to the mystical in¬
fluences of ibo -nintner night. Wooed
by tLe noli of a nightingale in a neigh¬
boring wood, the yearning spirit in her

wei Baking to itself wings, when
she was suddenly summoned back to
icelilieti by the sound of light teps upon
tko wall el the aijoiniag room. Bbs
ti k to ber feet, keen-eyed an I alert.
it was a iBBBOni sho wes accustomed
to respond to without a moment's do*
le} .mid panaedIwifUj into tho adjoin*
.i. ri, tn. A largo, comfortable-looking
roon, wherein were two bed", in one

of which ley en iavalid.a women of
aboul forty yen t of ege, upon whose
still beautiful nug had only
Lsd e refitting t et.

.. Hear moth con I do anything.
ari you in pair ?

"

"No: les'. .i:ai ti -us! to-night, dear.
1 ot it il gOtting late, il it not? i*ni

v> aot :-it ni' much longer, (-.ladys- "

rerjtn is oo still i
tue.1 con think better at this time,
dearie, Hut I shell soon be in now."

I aslld How greteful I am that
j( u b»vc the prospect of making roar¬
ed! independent !>y and by. Ho i

u ct ntforta na t" i What
would you have done without your
gift.- "

The girl si nor fi >tb r";

pale chiek ano anootb back ber hsir.
as -ho rc;.lied itt a tone meant t

tight and corelesi : " Something Setter
lad Bli i'-| ;,erhe;iH. di ai .."

.. U.it nothing that would hire |
i much plea io. i mr mother ie

ft i loud of what i on do."
.. Lat'syour .. '. 'y.my

dear, ia:
.ri, ber lips curving with a pa¬

in. " Let me give you
ji .r sleeping-draught aid shake up
your pillows. There ' That is more

coniffrtable, i- sleep,
deane, nd dream that you have a

dane.1 -"'
.. Not ambition), GI idyo."

. V. of an inner
-s that dies not maka BUS*

ll'ri
Once more kissing tbe invalid's cheek,

aid (artfully arranging tho bed-cur-
tr-o io a* to shade li:!- lyu 'rom the
tight burning on the table, the young
girl moved soi.lv eway. paining into
tbe little study again.

tu mg towal,! tba tobie, she took up
lome pages of manuscript and glanced
ihiough them with critical, dinatiifiod
eve.*. '. No ; it will not do," she mur-

Burod. 4> lie il right, of course. No
u.-e tending unsalable gooda to mar-

ktt " She stool pondering over tho
situation, slowly tearing the sheets
Kron end across. How wes she to
ftainthe kind of experience she welted
n. kn quiet village horned Her sketches
of tour try life had been favorably re¬

ceived for some time, and she hal de-
nended noes being ab!o to go on in the
rame way, earning suilicient to give ber

er the comforts necessary for an

invelid. That dey bed come the lotter
intimating that a chango wes required.
She bed previously received two or
three friendly hints to tho seme eifact,
and bed endeevored to ect upon them ;

but, as it bad turned out, unsuccessful¬
ly. There was no mistaking the de¬
cided tone of this lest letter; nor did
dbe question its reasonableness.

It was characteristic of 0ladys
I.enster that, having once accepted the
verdict, she wested no tune in bemoan¬
ing ber unfortunate i ircumstances.
Nor did she try to console herself by
dwelling upon the thought that her
work had been allowed to be good of
its kind, lt was not tbe kind in de¬
mand, end ber whola mind was concen¬
trated upon the one question, whether
the would ba able to do what waa.

lier fatbar had been rector of Green*
thorpe, and, after his death, her mothar
and she had been invited to remain et
tbe rectory, rent free, by his successor,
a family connection, who thus ftatistled
bis conscience that be wes doing all
that could be expected of bim. The
ettditdue to bim was somewhat dimin¬
ished by tb* facts that be waa himself
obliged B live in a warmer climate;
tbat tbe curate in charge, an elderly
bachelor with nome means, preferred
baring rooms at an adjacent farm-house,
where be was spared tbe trouble of
bou; ekeeping ; and that there would
beve been some difficulty in letting tbe
bouse.

Gladys, who had received a aolid ed¬
ucation from her father, would beve
been ready enough to go out into the
world to earn ber bread ; but she found
lier work et borne in nursing her no¬
ller through an illness, which, although
pronounced incurable, might lost for
jeer*, lt had been no amall relief to
find herself capable of adding to their
Mangi income by her writing, and thus
to bs enabled to remain with her mo¬
ther ,u tbe beloved old home.
A large, irregulailv-built, tome-

wbat dilapidated, and sparely-furnish¬
ed hotse, with old-fashioned Uower-
and fru.t gardena ut the bock, whence
a awiDg-fettj edmitted to an elm-ehoded
path tknugh tbs primitive graveyard
to the ebsreb.iu ancient, licheu-cled
tower, *on*e hat aslant, and ita roof

ard porch showing many a sign of tbs
ellorts that had, from,time to Mme, bein
made to blay the progHM of decaf.

Fronting the house and faoiog the
main road was a wida lawn, with bas-
Vet groupi of .lowers and shrubbery
beyond, bounded by en old mots-

grown, redbrick wall, in tbe ttoBlre of
which wat ahi-b, narro*, open-work
iron aafe
"What to do?" thought filadys,

throwing tbe torn manuscript.a village
j story it bad been e labjr of love to
wiite.into tbe waste-paper basket. It
bad not only been more congenial, but
more practicable than any other work ;
able as she was to do it in tho odd
hours when not attending upon her
mother. Hut it would htve to bo
given up, she wa-, telling herself, noleas
abe could Nucceod in supplying the nea
remand. " You have fcerved. an ap¬
prenticeship in giving up, my dear," she
murmured, with a little half smile and
attempt at a jeal with herself. " You
ought to be (julie an adept in the nob'e
art of doing without by this time, you
know."
She tressed tbe room, pushed tba

window wider open, an i passed on to
ihe balcony, resting her arms upon it
as she stood g i/ing at the quiet scene

before her. " ' Truth of character.
t. al tuon anil women.' Yes; evilent-
ly what I want it to see life. Not still

'life, you know"; nodding confiden¬
tially to her old familiar friend, tho
walnut-tree on the lawn. .' Think of

j my never basing been fivo miles from
the rectory I Why, seeing life must
ruesn rushitif aliout to exhibitions and
theatres and concerts and balls, and
meeting hosts of people ! Here every-
thing goes on i;t exactly tho same way
day after day, week alter week, and
month after month. Cae knows what
all the the people are going to do and

. say and think, and nothing ever hap¬
pens ! Old Tommy Venn's prosy
maundering", about hts wrongs will
never lead to anything. No- he's no

use. If i|'.firrelsoitic, mischief-making
Mre. Greer would fro just a little fur-
ther we might have a dramatic situa¬
tion, but sho won't; and I have used
her up, as far as hhe goes! As to
Alice Newton's lovo story, I've got
all I can out of that.three vorsions
already !"
The balcony was in shadow and part

<f the lawn, but tho road beyond,
winding down through the village, and
the rising ground opposite, terminating
in a wave of hills, lay white in the
moonlight. The bells in the old ch'irch
tower were haltingly chiming the hour
of 1J, erith what was understood in tho
village to be a few bars of the '. Old
Hundredth," and a dog in some neigh¬
boring farm-yard was howling its dis¬
approval, when the thread of tbe young
girl's thoughts was suddenly snapped
asunder. She bent curiously forward,
her gaze directed toward a bend in the
road lome hundred yards or SO distant.
B a? something going to happen at
last?
A woman had come into view, end

teas running with fleet steps toward the
rectory, looking birk every now and
again as she ran. Gladys stood gazing

.-inply at tho advancing Qgnre,
In quiet, sleepy firecnthorpc people did
tit mu about &t night, and in that wild
tat.

t'n she cYtne. until she rea:hed tho
c tory gate. Then 6he .-Hoppel, tried
.o open it, and, finding it locked, hhook
it with both hand*, as if ia despera¬
tion.
What did she want. IIa-1 ehc como

lhere for assistance . Something dread¬
ful in tho village.an accident.'ire.
Gladys hurriedly turned to descend,
then pan ed. stinJirg motionless, witb
ons foot on tho s'ep. Sho had heard
other aountia-.hurrying footsteps and
raised voices.anti bust beh»td three or

r tuen and a woman running round
'be bend in the road. The woman hal
also heard. Sh" pushed something she
bad been carry ins: be'ween the iron

and, a moment before the others
.ame in sight, climbed the high g&to.

feat of no small difficulty . and
d into the rectory grounds,

Touching low among tho laurels.
Sho wai trying to escape from, the

thara 1 What hal happened:'' Glsdyt
ran down the steps and acrois the
lawn toward the woman, who had t irn-

I a few yards to the left, out ol
rrotn the gate. As she drew nearer the
woman crouched lower, endeavoring
apparently to escape notice; but, find¬
ing i-he was feen, sprang up again, aod
sc,listed in an excited whisper,

" Don't give rue up.don't give mo up,
or they will
"No, no," hurriedly put in Gladys.

.' Do not fear. You are safe.no harm
an come to you here. What were

hoy going to- "

The woman raised a trembling finger
lo her lips. Tho pursuers were close
upon them now.peering through the
bars of tho gate cu tu the lam, part of
which wss bright with moonlight and
part in deep shadow.
"Do you think it il likely " said

.me.
.. No ;,it is locked, you see," trying

tte, "and «he could not climb it."
.. I don't tecl SO sure," doubtfully

sai'i another, in a voice which sounded
familiar to Gladys's ear.-:, although she
was at the moment too much absorbed
to give more than a passing thought to
it. " I know what can be done in tbat
way on emergency."

'. Itnpop'ible ! " decidedly.
"<>n, then, or she will catch the

night mail and escape u.s, after ell! "

ihe woman (bitched Gladys's arra

with Blighter hold and stooped lower,
although they could not be seen whore
they were from the gate. There were

thc sounds of running footsteps again,
and as they died away Gladys mur¬

mured, beginning to look a little doubt¬
fully at the other:
"What has happened? Why were

they running after you. "

" I was afraid.so afraid," hesi¬
tatingly and absently murmured the
woman, as though still listening.
" Why>"
" Because.they are desperate mon,

and.and I am only a woman, and
alone. Ho you lira here." peering
with sager scrutiny at <. ladys in tbe
dim light.
" Yes ; my mother and I and an old

servant. You are safe here."
Tbe woman appeared to be hurriedly

debating with herself, and still in groat
dread, ber eyes shifting nervously from
< .ladys to the gate. Then abe abruptly
inquired :
" How far ll it to the railway sta¬

tion:"'
" About a mile along thu road in a

stisight line," replied < .ladys.
"And they are gone there! No, I

dare not venture !" Again sho re¬

flected, conning Gladys's face the
while. " Yon are a lady. "

Not quite able to come to tbe same

conclusion with regard to the other and
unaccustomed to t>ay what ihe did not

feel, Gladys simply replied : M My fa¬
ther was rector here."
The woman seemed about five or six

and twenty, and was tall, slight, and
good-looking.even handsome, after the
type ; but tbe well-shaped mouth was

bard, not to say coarse, in expression ;
and the large dark ayes somewhat too
keen and shifting. She was plainly
dressed, wearing a close black bonnet
and a lang sober-colored dust-cloak.
Thara waa something about herself, or

her manner, which jerrod upon Gladys.
t Out lbs would not allow hersslf to be

critical. The) other waa a woman.in
trouble ; and that was enough.

" Wire they going to rob you ?"
The woman broke into a short dis¬

cordant laugh; but immediately grew
grave sgain, gaging silently at (.ladys,
ss if debating with herself once more.

Why did she look in th ti strange
.ay.why did ehc laugh if sha were in
trouble', wondered Gladys, aa silmtly
returning ber gaze with an uncanny
feeling of she knew not what. Sud¬
denly her fears took i bape; a terrible
suspicion, aroused, perhaps, by tbe
other's laugh, darted into her mind.
"ne thought had suggested another;
ihe remembered now tbat tbs voice
which had sounded familiar to her was
that of a Hr. Harland, who kept a

private asylum just outside the village.
After a moment's reflection she said,
nuking a great effort to command her¬
self ind appesr to speak in a quiet, na¬
tural tone :

" Tbe voice of one of those in pur¬
suit of you seemed familiar to me. It
was that of Dr. Harland, who lives at
the.who receivers patients. Do you
know him'. "

" Mad people, do you mean : " She
was silent for a few minutes, then slow¬
ly recommenced: "You are thinking
that 1 am one of them, and have made
my escape? "

At loss bow to reply, Gladys un"on-

.ciously betrayed what was in ber
¦bindi shrinking back a little as sb*
murmured, witb a whitening face, M I
thought that perhaps-"

" You needn't be afraid. I am

ss sane as you are. If ever a wo¬

man bad her wits about her I've got
itiiiie thin minute ! " She paused again,
and, after a moment's thought, seemed
to come to some decision. " You look
the sort to judge for yourself and stand
by any one you promised to help.
Well." after another keen look, .. I
will trust you. I have been shut up
there and I've rondo my escape. I
ibould never have got free if I hadn't,
though I am no more mad than you
are."

" But Hr. Harland is a good man. I
know h'm, and I know he would never
lend himself to.."

41 No, ob, no 1 I've nothing to say
"gainst bim," hurriedly. " lt was.
tho others.they tbat gave the certifi¬
cates.who were to blame."
" But.I do not understand. What

motive could they have had? "

" People are sometimes treated as

insane when they are not, you know.
Didn't you hear about tbat poor lady
that was put away not long ago? "

" ii-s, I heard of that," twited Gla¬
dys, recollecting something of the kind,
and its having been said that the motive
was to obtain the property of the lady
kept in durance. But Dr. Harland
would not-"
" 1 told you it was the others. He

thought that what they said about ray
beirg insane was true.because.be-
cuse I kept to the story ; and.it's so

dreadful! No wonder he can't be-
''eve, when tbo'o that put tue with him
ay it's just that I'm insane about, and
:hat I only fancy what Occurred."
'Mou saw something done.some-

tliirg dreadful ? " ejaculated (iladys.
.. \ es." The woman paused a mo¬

ment, as though listening again, then
hurriedly went on ; "I saw it done.
The poor gentleman was on a visit.
md.it was . summer night; and.I
was in the.the garden, as it might be
here, to.to.get a breath of fresh air.
looked in at the dining-room window.

They bad been playing some gambling
ramo, and.had given him too much
wine. They made him sign some paper,,
and.then.oh, I cannot tell you "

.. !>o you mean.did they kill him.' "

jaculatc 1 Gladys, with dilating eyes.
'. I law it : Oh, it was too dread-

ul '. Afterward I got hysterical, and
rried ont about what 1 had seen;
.md.then.lo save themselves thoy
retended I bad lost my senses, and

got the doctors to si rn a paper that I
had."
"Ah ! cruel,wicked ' What you must

have sutl'erod!" said Gladys, with a

look of mingled horrcr and pity.
" You can see now why I was so

anxious to make my escape.hnwlittlo
chance I .bouM have to do so again if
they aught me."

.¦ They shall not. You are welcome
to -tay here until you can communicate
with your friends, poor thing."

" ()h, no, I dare not"; hurriedly
adding, " They would lind n.e."
" 1 would not give you up. I have

friends in the neighborhood, and-"
'* Ah, you forget about that, poor Ja¬

ny ! 'ihey were armed with authority,
and could make you. My only chance
ie to get safely away to whore they
could not find me, until I could provo
myself sane. If I could but contrive
to reach my sister in London.Hush !
1 thought I heard.are they coining
back?"
"Not yet. They will come ba?k

this way.thoro is no other.when th«7
'ind you have gone to the station, but
it is nearly two miles there and ba. lt.
How can I help you? lhere is the
unction, but that is quite four miles
from here, and you do not know tho
way."

.. I could soon lind it, but it's no

ute tr) in^ now. They will be ootha
watch for rae in the ro»d. and theie'.s
no ether way. I suppose:

"

"Why, yes: of courue there is!
How could I forget!"' exclaimed
Gladys, with a look of relief. " A
trnicb shorter way, too 1 Through thc
churchyard and across tho fields at the
back you would save mute a mile and
a half"
"Will you put mo in the way?"

eagerly. Then, her face falling again,
" But most likely they know it, too ;
and if they suspect I've gone there
they will follow me. They would be
sure to think of the junction."

" Yes; 1 am afraid they would."
" Then I can only depend upon the

desperate chance of hiding or outrun¬
ning them.unless-"
M Unless what?" questioned (iladys.
" I could not expect it," hesitatingly.
" You may expect anything it is ia

my power to do. If there is tell rae,
and be sure I will help you if I can,
poor thing. You have not a minute to
lose now."
The woman seemed still to hesitate a

moment or two. " If you didn't
mind, it might delay and bailie them,
and it couldn't hurt you. Y'ou are

about my size and height, and if you
would just put on my cloak and draw
the hood over your head and stand
where they could sea you through the
gate you might divert their attention
and keep them watching you until it
was too late to overtake me. I hap¬
pen to know there's an up-train from
the junction at half past 1, and if you
could contrive to prevent their follow¬
ing me till then I shall get safely away.
You would only have to show yourself
now and then to keep them on tbe
watch, and you would be in your own

garden."
" I will do it," said Gladys, ntlect-

ing that her mother would not be likely
to require anything. She did aot usu-

¦tty awaken for two or three boura af-
ter ber sleeping-draught.
Tbe woman haatily divested herself

of her cloak, and, as Gladys put it on,
said:
" If you wouldn't mind taking my

bag in your band you would look still
more like me. I will take just this. It
is tied up ready, you see," with a little
laugh, as she took something tied up in
m handkerchief from the hag.

Tb.y boord, or thought they boord
footatapa in tho road. Gladja took tho
other's band and guided ber iwiftG
god silently round the bonne, through
tba orchard, to tho swing-gate, when: .

diverging fron the elm-walk, a nar¬
row path skirted the churchyard end
Itu to some in bis.
" Keep to tbe footpaths a^ros* tbe

fi bis. go up tbe lena into the high
road, turn to tbe right hy ibe fsrm-
bouse, end walk straight on until you
come 10 tbe junction.*'

" You beve saved me ' "

"Am I free to tell the truth when
you are safe. "
"To all tbe world."
** Write and tell me as soon as you

have arrived at your aister'a."
¦. Yes, ob, jes," returned the other,

as 'be stole softly and quickly away.
" A real adventure,'' thought Gla¬

dys, er, she mede her wey back through
the crchard end round to tho front of
ibo house. " Yes, that ia whet one

want!.to be brought rn contact with
realities. Had I been drawing from my
imagination I should have made my
distressed heroine quite different;
end.even now.yes, I reelly must
make her a lady. There ought
to be some love in it, too; but I think
I can get that out of my ' inner con¬

sciousness,' " smiling softly to herself
over tho thought as sho paced to and
fro on the lawn.
Suddenly she became aware tbat she

wes being watched from without. Two
or three pairs of eyes were peering et

her through tbe railings cf tbe gate,
and tbe could hear men talking to¬
gether in low tones, as though in hur¬
ried consultation. Was it.yes it was

Df. Harland speaking now, in a slight¬
ly raised voice :

"No; do not ring. Aa little noise
as possible. There is an invalid there."

She drew a little nearer, and stood
,-ilently regarding them from beneath
the hood of the cloak.
" Open the gate," seid one, address-

irg ber. M We do not want to disturb
the inmates here by ringing, but we

are determined men.you cannot es¬

cape."
fche remained silent and motionless,

a triumphant little smile upon her lips
at the thought that she was mistress of
tbe situation. " t.uitea dramatic situ¬
ation " she mentally ejeculeted.
" Yes, this is how it must go.' .Stand¬
ing in the pale moonlight, she dre >

berrett up to her full height, and, se¬

cure in her ignorance '.no, innocence,
of course.' secure in ber innocence
and tbe consciousness of the strength
of the lock of the garden gate, she
faced the infuriated mob with the fear¬
less courage of-' Oh, dear! "
A young man had climbed the gate,

dropped into tue garden, turned the
key, which had been left in the lock,
and admitted the others.
QbjB unprepared for this.she bad

not calculated upon their getting in.
Gladys shrank back, her pulses throb¬
bing a little wildly. In another mo¬
ment two strong arms were linked in
herp, end she found herself e prisoner,
hastily impelled tbe few Bteps towerd
the gate, and out into the road beyond.
Meanwhile the bells in the church-
;ower were chiming, as if mockingly.
.' There is nae luck about the house,"
ind reminding ber that she bad to keep
1 er captors from guessing tho truth for
balf an hour longer.
"That's her, gentlemen!" ejacu¬

lated a woman. She'd got her cloak
huddled about ber just the same when
she passel rae at the lodge Uh, you
gcod for naught' "

.' I am in } our power." said <Jladys ;
.'do not hurt me."

'. Come ijuietly and you will not be
hurt." seid one. in a clear, manly
voice.the tone of one accustomed to
command.

" We will carry your bag for you,"
said another, whisking it out of her
harnl. with a laugh.
.' I»o not forget she isawoman, Oiles,"
said the first speaker; "only a poor
tool, perhaps."

" All right, sir."
"No; let me." A hand -trong as

steel and gentle- as a woman's was leil
upon (iladys's wrist, as he went on to
ber : "You must come with u.*, but
you will receive no rough treatment.
I'rilc'S, Ly rehisting, you render it ne¬

cessary for me to use force I will sim¬
ply hold you thus. Walk behind,
. ¦iles," gakmg the others to walk to
the right and left in case Ibero should
be an attempt at rescue.

She was quick to recognize that her
wisest COUTH was to walk quiets* with
them until the time- came to make her¬
self kneen, barely hall an hour now.

Dr. Harland was there.he would
krui*- her. and it wes but little to do
io help a fellow-women in bucb dire
need, ^ho was not lacking in courage,
aiad there was au undercurrent of ex¬

pectancy and amusement in her mind
at the thought of the surprise IBO wes

gong to give them presently. "Ibero
really ought to be something druaootic
tn tte deaoBinrnf," she was thinking.
lt will be my turn then lir. Harland
will bc annoyed at linding he has been
made the tool of those dreadful people ;
but be is good, end, as soon as he
knows the whole truth, he will be tho

I utlt-nd tbe poor thing. Still, I
think be ought not to have been *o

easily deceived, and ho will just a li'.'.le
deserve to be laughed at. Besides. I
must tell him that without tbe bit of
comedy bo alfords the plot would be
too serious! "

They walked through the quiet, de¬
serted villsge, but instead of going on

to Dr, Harland's house they, to her
surprise, turned in at the lodge-gete*- ol
Fast er leigh Park, the preaent owner of
which had lately succeeded to the es¬

tate and just taken up his residence
there. Gladys had heard that a party
of friends were gathered et the house
in honor of the home-coming.
As they entered the avenue Gladys

paused and resisted a moment, mur¬

muring " No, I will not," but recol¬
lected again and walked quietly on in
tbe midst of ber captors, ber head bent
down beneath the hood of the cloak.
She caught half sentences mean while
about " tbe daring with which ii had
been done.the finding a ladder beneath
tbe window.the intention to keep hor
at the park until the morning," ani so

forth.
" To the library," said the one who

held her prisoner, in his clear, decisive
tone, as they entered the house. They
cro*« ed the hall and turned into a large
room.herself, three whom she saw

now were gentlemen, a man-servant,
end the woman living at the lodge, who
waa well known to < .ladys. Tho young
man, whom she now guessed wis the
owner of the house, released ber.
" I advise you to maka a clean breast

of it, snd save further trouble. You
see they have left you to bi ar the
brunt."

She hardly heard, her gaze d reeled
toward tbe clock on the mantel-piece.
In two minutea the other would have
stertr 1, and aha might apeak.

" Where do you come from ''¦
" asked

one.
" From the rectory," sba murmured.
"We know that much," with a

laugh ; but before you want there ? "

She unclasped the cloak, letting it
fall to her feet, ind itood revealed, all
unconscious of the beautiful picture
aha mode, har bright gold-brown hair
becomingly disarranged, a soft rosa-
Hush upon her cheeks, and ber bl de¬
grey eyea brilliant with excitement, and
juit a glint of triumph.

Da fell hack, gazing at her ta tba
praBafBj amaisment. "Who-?"

"Miss Uniter I" ejaculated Dr.
Harland, looking, if possible, still av re
sstonishsd then the other. " Why,
whet in tba world-! "

" Ob. mia*, why didn't you tell ua it
wss your" *atd the woman.

" l-l' ps my soul, yes
' Why did you

rot say «bo you were ? Toe woman
we were after baa got off, perhaps "

" 'ontrit ed it as well an though she
were sine," quietly replied Gladys,
meeting hil eyes.

" sane," repeated Dr. Hirland,
silently returning her gaze.
"Am I right in supposing thatthi-t

big wes found in the rectory-grounds:'"
ii quired Philip Gaston, with a puzzle
glance from her to tho bag. upon which
his name was engraved. " In any case,
I can see that we are under a deep ob-
ligation to you, Miss Len.ster. Th I
jewels wre most of them heirlooms;
ard-"
"Jewels !" exclaimed (iladys, look-

irg from one to the other with bewil¬
dered eyes,
" Perhaps you do not know tbat a

robbery has been committed here/
Two cr three men and a woman were

concerned in it. She had the hardi¬
hood to pass openly through the lodge-
(tate, with a trumped-up story to Jane
Gieen about having beon sent down
witb si me things Irom town, and de¬
layed at (he bouse until ray sister could
attend to her. But we wero very
quickly after ber, and we fancied that
she bad possibly got into the rectory-
eiounds."

" Bobbery ! " Kvery vestige of
color died out of the girl's face as it began
to dawn upon her that sho had been
duped. .. I.I thought-" turning
ber eyes apprehensively upon Dr. Har¬
land, she went on with a sinking heart.
" She told me tbat she had made her
escape from your house, where she had
lieen wrongfully put under restraint."

" You were deceived. No one has
escaped from my house. Miss Lon-
stcr."

" <»b, what have I done ! what have
I done " exclaimed Gladys. u She
said she bad been cruelly wronged, and
I promised.I helped her to escape ! "
" Pray do not distress yourself," put

in Philip Gaston. "The woman was

to doubt an adept in her trade.
You could not be expected to be
on your guard against a person of
that kind. Beside-, her getting otl'
without the jewels is not of so much
importance. We owe you a large debt
of gratitude for having secured thom."
" But I have not! " ejaculated (ila¬

dys, white and trembling, almost beside
herself with tbe thought that she had
actually assisted thc thief to get safely
off with the proceeds of the robbery
in ber possession. " The bag is empty.
She took something from it ti 1 up in a

handkerchief. helped her to wrong
you .I helped ber!" covering her face
with her trembling hands.
Jane Green, her sympathies now en¬

tirely with her dear Miss l.enster, whom
she had known since she was a child,
made some well-meant ellorts to re¬

assure her. The men were consulting in
a low tore as to what ought to be done.

.. I 'o not distress j ourself," repeated
Philip Gaston to Gladys. "She may
not get ell' after all, and if sho does
none could in the slighte-t degTea>
He piu.-ed. Something had suggested
itself to him. and he spoke a word to
one of the men, who went out of the
roora.
At 'hat moment were heard the

Bounds of horses' feet and the grating
of wheels upon the gravel sweep front¬
ing the hou.-e. Theso weie the indica*
lions af an arrival, and in another mo¬

ment the room-door opened and Gla¬
dys beheld the culprit brought in be¬
tween two men.

" ('aught her, you see. sir," said tho
groom. " lt wa9 a good thought to
¦end to tho inaction. Sae walked into
thc trap as quiet as a lamb ! There Bbl
was, taking her ticket fat tho half-past-
1 train as innercent tn though e.he'>i
get br*ad md but'.er tied up in the
handkerchief! The jewels are ali there,
I take it. She had tho sense to give
in, tco, as toon as she ssw it was all
up. Only wanted to know whether her
husband had got sife oil'.
The bundle was put upon the table ;

thc handkerchief.a large, coarse, and
strong red-cotton one knotted together
by ihe four corners.untied ; and ti¬
ara", sprays, necklets, bracjlcts, a

glittering heap of diamonds, and other
precious stones, were disclosed, jtut a-.

they bad been taken from their ca*es
to be the more portable.
To none present.nut even Mrs. Gas¬

ton, who had entered the room in obe¬
dience to ber son's summons, and was

whispering some kindly, reassuring
words to the trembling girl.was th*
sight of tho jewels more wekoino than
to (.ladys Len-tei.

" Indeed, you must not blame Your¬

self."
"She is not to blame," put in the

culprit. "She's as true as steel, la¬
dies and gentlemen, and brave. There,
you'd only got to make her think you
weie in trouble and she coull help you,
and .-be was ready to go through any¬
thing. If."' with aside look at Gladys,
.. tho was a little too ready to be taken
in it isn't for nie to say so."
"Arcadian simplicity'" thought

Gladys, with a little w
But she had found a champion eager

to take up the glove in her defence.
"It is not desirable that a young lady
should possess the lsind of knowledge
thst would render bar capable of coping
with tho trickery that has been prac¬
ticed upon Miss Lenster," said Philip
Gaston.
A slow tlush rose to the woman's

cheeks and her bold eyes fell. " I
know the dill'erence, sir. I beg your
pardon, miss, and tbe next time.
there, I'm not going to be soft. The
next time I get into a fix I must get out
of it the best way I can. You won't
giro me tbe chance for some time, I."ap¬
pose. But it might have been worse.

Bob's safe, anyhow, and you may do
as you like with me," recklessly.
" Where shall we put her until the

police come, air," asked ene of the
men.

Gaston reflected a few moments. " I
think.yes. tho little front room.
Saunders. Just turn thc key in the
lock."
"The north room,sir- " inquiringly.

"Shall we stay to watch her, some of
us?"
"No; I will speak to her myself

presently. After a little reflection sht
may bs inclined to give us some clue to
find those who left bar to take thu
larger share of the risks."

" It was not like Mr. Easton to make
such a mistake as to put his prisoner
into a rocm where she hal enly to un¬

latch the French window, opening to
the ground, and walk out into the park,
whence she could so easily escape,"
afterward said the sen au's among
tbemielvet.
Nor did he express the displeasure

that might have been expected, when,
a few hours later, it was diicovered
that the pi honer had escaped. By his
" mistake " Gladys Lenster was spared
the hating to appear as witness, and
beicg obliged to narrate the deception
tbat had baan practiced upon her in
open court.

Meanwhile, only desirous now to get
back to ber mother without delay, she
was on her way borne, accomoanied by
her old ftitnd Dr. Harland, Philip Gas-

ton, and ona of the men-set vsnta to bo
left on guard at tba rectory.

Dr. Heiland had his jest with Gio*
dya, aa they talked tbe matter over on

tbe way. Bot she wu accustomed to
bia badinage and held her own, even

wbrn be ibrew out little hints about
bis surprise tbet she, of ell people,
tbould have been taken in by so clumsy
a plot.
" Jost what 1 meant to say to you I"

tbot'i'ht t.ledye.
" You showed greet power of self-

ci ntr< 1, .Miss Linster," said Gaaton.
" Yes; you did not make tbe slight¬

est attempt to defend yoimelf," smiling¬
ly reid the good doctor, keeping up the
jtstirg tore.

"Against five! No; that would
Lavo teen waste of energy ; better al¬
low yon deceive jourselses IBCS you
eho'e to do so, sho smilingly replied,
as a hint to bim that she bad not been
tbe only one to be taken in. " But it
night baie been much worso forme.
I am very grateful to you for doing
your spiriting so gently, Mr. Gaston.
ISB >eo I was bound not to speak, and
cculiiu't defend myself. I do not know
wbet I should have done had you been
rough with me." Remembering that
even to the women ho bed imagined her
to be be was considcreto end forbear-
irg "How much I owe you

" with
an upwerd glenco into the dark eyes
I ent to admiringly upon ber, and the
ihci ghi lhat he looked just thc knight.
oyal.
Ilsa In distress.
Os Ul side.be was telling himself

tbat no knight, past, present, or to
come, could have a more daintily lovely
lady to do bettie for. ile- bed been

quick to cote, with tho appreciation
of a man of the world, how free she
was from any girii-h self-conscious¬
ness.bow entirely careless as to the
impression she might lo making.
While they went over the rectory-

grounds to make sure there was no ono

lurking about, ('ladys ran to ber mo¬

ther's room, end found her sleeping
peecefully, all unconscious of what had
token place.
"Only 2 o'clock !" murmured Ole-

dy s, es she stood on the balcony watch¬
ing tbe two men as they walked down
Ibe road, and listening to tho chimes
from the old church tower : " I feel as

though I bad gone through the experi¬
ence of a lifetime!'' a.'.,lng, with s

lillie sigh. " and all for nothing."
As time went on she was to find

thet it bed not been gone through for
notbirg. Philip Gaston had found his
fate. The critical, hard-to-please, and,
in tbe matrimonial market, despaired-
of owner of Fastle'gh, who had been
a little proud of bis invulnerability,
succumbed at onco and forever, as

such men sometimes do, to one who
rxado rot the slightest ell'urt to at¬
tract. He knew his own mind, end
was not tbe man to let tbe gra^s grow
Dnderbil feet. In a very short time
the edd story was being enact-
agaiu in tho rectory-garden. Phili,i
Gaston had won his wife.
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"VEWSPAPElt ADVERTISING.--
-i-* Kor a check for twenty doters we will
print a ten-Hue advertisement tn 1 OOO,noe
la*tics of leading American newspapers aud
con plate Ibe wore wubin ten (tai*. Tala
ia at the rate of only one tutu of a cents
line for 1 ooo circulation Tbs advertise¬
ment h "i appear tn but aaingla lasuaofauy
paper, and ronseoueuily wilt be placed im-
fore one million diftereut newspaper pur¬
chase!! or rive million seadsim If it ti
true, ss ls sometimes stated, that avery
nswipaprr ia looked at by rive persons on

an aveiks". Ten Ila** wul acc>unai>late
about seventy-Ova word*. Address, Sriih
copy of advertltemant and chock, or semi
30 cents fer txsik of 1 Tri payee,

OfcOKUK P. HOWELL .t DO.,
in spruce street. Nsw York
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GUINN'S
Cures All Blood and Skin Diseases,
Rheumatism, So ofilia, Old Sores.

A PERFECT $rnrXG MEDICINE.

A SUPERB FLESH-PRODDCER AND TONIC.
HEAR THE WlTXESSESl

TEN TO TWENTY POUNDS.

R ELI E F !
MyYears a Sufferer from

CATARRH.
WONDERFUL TO RELATE.

-ac
" r'oR l-'OKTY YEA RB 1 have been a victim to t'ATARRH-thre* fourth* of the time

I .titferi-r from BXCROCIAT1MQ I'AlNs ACROBB MY rORRRRAU ARD MY NOH-
run h. The discliari.es were sn offensive that 1 beiltate to tnenti.in tl. sxsspt fortrie
m.,Ult mat-do mime other *utrerer. 1 have spent a yoong fortuna from ntv earntnas
during my fnrty years of *u;tertng toohtam relief fretn the doctor*. 1 have triad patent
metllcine*.pvery one I could learn of.frons the four coiner* of the cart li. with no rp|l*f.
And AT l.AHT etilly seven team ur age> have mal with a remedy Ina' ha* cured ni* en-

tlreiy-msiSe mea new man. I weighed IIB pounds ana now weigh ne. I u*citthir¬
teen bottle* of the medicine, snd tb* only reknit I have ts thst. being in th* humble
walks, r life, I may not have inUueuce to prevail on all Catarrh nurerant to asst what nae

cnreel me.

(iainn's Pioneer Blood Renewer,
"HERBY fllriVKs, No. J67 (second street. Macon, lie."

"Mr. Henry Chev**, thc writer of the shove, formerly of Crawford county, uow of Ma¬
con, Ob., merits the confidence of all interested in Catarrh.

W. A. HL'KK, BS MaBBtBl Macon. '

A Man af Mals-Klehl BVIat*r-i.

1 um sixty-eight years of age. snd renard (JUlNNH FioNKKR a Cns tonto tor ta*

fsshie, By tu nae my strength hss been lesiored and my wright Im-reesed ten poonda
A. r.U. CAMfUBUL, Colton Ula Maksr.

MAC<)ti,UA.,rebniary IB. ISSI,

A 4'HppUel 4 nm. .in hip Bay*:
I only welKhed Vin poonda when 1 CKiumenced UUIN'NH P1UNKRB. snd BOW

weigh 14T pounds. I could hardly walk with estick to support rap, and can uow4walB
long dlitnucea without help, its benefit to BM ts beyond calculation.

l'. RU KI'S lio-'i'lCK. Uottou-liuysr, Macon, (ie.

Mr. A. Ii. iii m..hi. ii. Hardware *lvri-lianl or I'urayltt, e:«.. Writ--.-

It act.-d ilks a charm on my general eaitb, I consider lt a tia* tonio. I wc gb
more thau 1 have fur twenly-Mve years. Ke*i>ec'ruUy, A. v.. HK.UHi.1 :

Mr. W. I". June's. Stacoii. Saw:

My wiro ha* regained her streuKth and Increased te:i attaaaY ls weight. *v>
. .1 -ind U!'!S.S'S P10NKEH as the best Ionic. W. K. JoNvVt.

Dr. I., tv i.. Ibritig ,»r Allaulu. lia.. Vt riles or Union'-, rtttne*, :

MUlMMTl PIORMMM BLOOD HKNhWKK has been used f..r yeura with n *

Jouted success, lt ls entirely vegetable sui doe* the system no harm. [I UBMtwVBS IBB
kpiMUta, digestion, and blootl-ruaklng, simulating, Invigorating, and BtBtBBJ Bf sit

tue fur.ct'i.us and tisanes of the systam, aud thai heeoaiee the great biun'-r. tetrad

aad BeeJth-reetorar,

liv. siin.tr lilian I'retcrlh.-, ll ttnli ti*M*ftM-f->t > «.--nit-.

Macon Mtdtetns Company: I take pies-nru in Hiving my opiniou tu reg-trd to tba

liLOi'D PVBiriaB preistred hy you. I hatti prem iei lt often In obstinate tutu dis¬

eases, esr. emily of Bypbtlttlo origin, and e*n say thst its use baa proved e^tirali*

latlsfBClnry. JOHN L. MOORK. M. D. tJrUBa, (Ja.

tVoii.lerlni titre* al Itlooel ami Xitln nisei*--*.

MatmMsOMetmt Vemnyammfi fee ask ma wnai i tunk of (.c.n'N'I* PIORsUCM
BLOOD BBRBWRB ssa Blood Vi-die-lue. I will state thal I have *et.n some V"Brj"

'ul curt* from the effects of lt in sktfl ili-nmsea ami bh.-od ("lera*--, Itlawtts*-
out a doubt the saar ni.cou BBBItTUTB before lue country.

jamks A. K'MK WlUiamsv'.'.'.e. I'.ite ccantt.

A 81TMtH IXKflll PKlU'CCKR AM)
'JON IC.

(I! [RRT-JPIOltTKR BLOOD BERRWBH
-, mfula, eud bore*. A perfect Bering
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large, 11.71. r-s-a;, on Ulta lundf-aiu UU-
ia*..* Stalled fri e.
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Hlcnmoiid \a.
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YOU BUY.

¦e.S_
CARPETS AND OIL-CLOTHS.-

I have Inst received my fail stock of
goe-da. CABI'ETH Sf all tirade*; UKI ''ieiKTH,
ROOS, and MATH; OIL-CLOI'HS of au
widths: LACK and damask ci'k
TAIffS; HHAHKH and HOLLANI)H;PA
PEK-HANOlNOHof au styles, whloh lair
offering el low pr loee.

A. JENNINGS,
No. 1311 Mainstreet.
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I1VMOKS AMI lllt(ll.tllS.

DAfEXPORT$ CO.,

Investment Brokers,
BUY AND BELL ON COMMISSION, AT

Cl'KKENT HATEH.

bu liiiMis. sun winds.
BANK AND IN3CKANCK STOL'Ksj

ANO OTUBK

INVESTMENT AND MWCELI.ANEJOB
BELTBITlEA

Liberal advancea made,
quotations and information furutsbed on

application.
Cone* ponde ne* solicited.

DAVEN PORT A CO,
ile:HU Main airest.

lioM'.im. ri ph.

t^OK SALE, FIVE LKON-A-^
BEKO PI'l-w, two muntbsold. ^.!»>

Twenty-nveiloltarasacli AddrestT. H l...
TsiikeeokL-ul'krm. box M, ABusvtli*. N. C.
de l-l'.i

SWEET CIDER,
HABATtHiA CHIPS.
OBIED BCOAHCORN
ATMDKK S MINCE MEAT.

HEW PRDITSOP ALL Kl.MH for Oaks
Bud MiniH Meal, at

noll M CARTHY A UVYNEM'.
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OMliiim, BKeTIl .':i.t, Jie

nrm eichmond uair-dye has
.Vu BDPBBIOR in thl* e< c. try ur In Ka¬

mi c. The read lons ate acipntlfir, and pro¬

duce-a Harmless, P-aut.fn!, luituntauscrai,

and l*a*TBaYBaBt Otter, either H.WRR-

KLACK, or BMOWM, wt .-never nsed ac-

cording to the Umala dir. rttoaa Bet sals

ut ti > drugstores, oe 1

EMULSION OF eoli-UVKR OIL,
A.*- raaraaBB bi

PORUKU*. LADD i it).
i> LIVi k oil, ie

ti -it. f of tbs t nreai end beal Norwegian
ll 1* careful./ combined with tbe

ip lae of Lime sud ts».l,». aud
fi i.r.d a meat valuableremedy la all
ol Um I negs sud Pulmonary Or-

gui*. lt ls especially reenni mended In
Iel Illy 1' s-tn. stn e*t and most

termem-nt curt- for Cough* and C".d*.
l-l lu- ft.ic. amt tl t«-r DOttM. 1'or *ele by

all drngg.s.a Take no other sss substitute,
oe 14

PENNYROYAL PILLS."CHI-
A CHKH'rKKSKNeil.lSH.'' Th* original
snd only genuine. Ha fe ami Slway* ralla-
tile, lit-ware of woitnleas imitation*. In-

-;t . -i e to Im s Ask '".n druggist
for "CHlCHKHThKMKViMHH and lake
no other, or Inclose lc. ((tamps) lo us for
t«ti: u ti sis Utirr hv rellim mall. Name
paper. CHICU kJtTl.il ('HKMICAL OJ.gill Mad.i- li H.,iiare. Philadelphia, ia.
Sold by 1 tusg's:* eterywbers. Ask for

"CHICHKMThk'H M.I.i-H PKNNY*
ROYAL P1LLB. Tskenootber.

.elh.Ma.-*uATlily

i), far tri-»*hi.«.lura**; Stn
I t*.« ¦ rsl Had . I ti fan

. '.. ag »., b»u.»r*l Ind"..I.p.it -/l,-»i(»,
la llarin<-4.'T. tl -tiwi Pnl TWO Sim KS rafi
Masts i > tx » v i lc sa; a laSaTtsSaii n .diaaaa
ta apt *u.lan r t,.»- tipr.M ti,l e o aSS-aaa.

l/H. r. S. SJ - m. lal ravi St.. S>* Tara,
mo 7-deodlmAwtBi!

yi Ft en aa. (larrra, btw v kb, a**

f'.\i I. ARRIVALS.I wouldan-#J
nounce lo my friend! and th* pab-RfLta

Ile that 1 now bate Id *u-ck an .letpantlsr*
a-portuientof (HAMKKK-. PAMUrR-, and
I'IMNei-KOOM Kl'ITH, pin bra. lng AU.
TUB LAl'hBT MIVKLTIKH IN l-rTYL*a*
ANL'Vt <K.'l>fl. Yon alli find my *tock eora-
l -lt ie. prices tow. and termsaecomiaodatiug,

h. t. \ 1 llitiuil I i BCR,
nt-lt-cn No ls dov. -i c..ir it ra-*'.

I^UL LARG LSI' AND MOSTA
e'etssnt aa-ortt-pt.t of I HAMKKHpW

AND PARLOR KLHN1TURB uow ia/fl
our wareroorsA
v.M.i '.any WALNUT, and CHERRY
lIAMiiKRBl !lMvt:i^Kr*ucu-'. velplate-

glasa.
r .vant PA lt 1.1'lt MI TM lo Slut raasfasa

snd tnocsteile.
MAHO.ANY and WALNUT BJUsV

llli.AKl'H. .> glass. LaTt* ..>*-.X Of ottaV
goods to salt iii* (set* of every one. Ra-
amiss our .tock ta-fe re buying.

B. W. UA BWUOI) A BOB.
sst-Sm_ _

Uovircor streeL

/« EORUI P.* STACY, 1205A
V.s ami, liOT MAtv STusrr-HtaatnVaaTi
ri..vtttora-Kvill Uue ofCHAMHBHandrfl
DIMNU 8C1TH. PARLOR ll'KMTCRB
marte np la Ute roust ertletle style, (liva
u::-.'ia trial. mhlS-eod

ratMOBAi-.

KH'HBono, Va.. Noveiuber St. isle.

TO NVHOM IT MAY WXGUlf.
I AK K ROTICB.

1 have comiii«iiCs-d u> trausfer too steak af
io bacci *ti>rrd in Planters aud M*raaaaM
vt sr*, i.»p Bo 1 to i-*tsnport War*boata,
cmt.er m.ti.rniii sud Dock streals. Tata
reii.ovn win continue avery day uutU UM
eui.io si .* 1* ti tuatairsd

JOUR H. Hl'TCHKHO-r.
no-git.lot* ProprU-ls-r,

I


